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Abstract

In Hindu mythology Shiva is one of the three form of God (Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh).
The Paramatma or Spirit or what is called as God can be classified as a mixture of three
forces representing Creator, Maintainer or Destroyer. Shiva is the Supreme being who
creates, Protects and transforms the universe. At the highest level Shiva is regarded as
formless, limitless, transcendent, unchanging and non-dual. Shiva is know by many names
such Viswanathan, Mahadeva, Mahesha, Sankara. Shambhu etc. The Vedic People had a
different concept of Shiva. They perceived him mostly as a God of anger, death and
destruction and feared him most. He is describe as the God of Sickness, disease, death
desctruction and calamity. The Sanskrit word Shiva means auspicious, prosperous. In tamil
it refers to Shiva- Civappu. Shiva denotes the nature of the self or the transcendental aspect.
It represents Turiya which is beyond three Gunas of nature, Satva, Rajas and Tamas. There
is absolutely no different between Shiva who beyond the three Gunas. We know him to be
the source of knowledge, arts and crafts. Everything comes from Shiva and goes back to
Shiva. So Shiva is described as a non-being not as a being, Shiva is not described as light,
but as darkness. Shiva represents the Yogic archetype, the absolute master at any being on
the path at Spiritual evolution.

Through this article | want to discuss the concept and meaning of the word Shiva with the
analytical method. It will focus with special reference to Veda, Upanisad, Shivapurana and
Shaiva Philosophy.
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