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Abstract

The literal meaning of ‘value’ is ‘worth’, profit, utility, advantage, benefit etc. The term
value is used in different senses in different subjects, as, for example, in economics value
means price, in ethics value denotes the moral worth of voluntary human actions. Value is
thus one of the main pillars of society and state. Lokasamgraha is a well-known conception
of the Srimadbhagavadgita. The Sanskrit phrase ‘lokasamgraha’ is the conjunction of two
words like ‘loka’ and ‘samgraha’. ‘loka’ means the people; ‘sangraha’ means their holding
or combining collectively, their living in synchronization. The literal meaning of the term
lokasamgraha is ‘universal welfare’ or ‘universal protection of the people’ or ‘the welfare
of the world’ or ‘world defence’. The Sanskrit phrase ‘ahimsa’ means ‘non-injury’ or ‘non-
killing’, or ‘non-violence’. The concept of ahimsa finds occurance in the Rgveda, different
upanisads like Chandogya, Sandilya etc., the Ramdyana, the Mahdbharata, the
Srimadbhagavadgita, Patafijala-yoga, Jainism, Buddhism, and finally we get a new look of
it in Mahatma Gandhi s thought. Lokasamgraha is one of the paths of morality. Any kind of
obstruction-free establishment of the welfare of the world or universal philanthropy and
world happiness is called lokasamgraha. Lokasamgraha is a goal and ahimsa is its means
to attain this achievement. The practice of non-violent action is absolutely essential for the
establishment of the lokasamgraha or the universal protection of the people.
Lokasamgraha or universal philanthropic actions can never happen in the absence of non-
violent actions. Attempt will be made in this paper to make a suitable analytical discussion
on the issue: how these two Indian philosophical concepts—lokasamgraha and ahimsa—
are complementary, i.e. how can ahimsa or non-violence be essential prerequisite or
necessary condition of lokasamgraha to the creation of social unity or peaceful society.
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