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Abstract

Abu al-Faiz ibn Mubarak (1547, Agra-1595, Lahore), popularly known by his pen-name,
Faizi was a Indian poet, commentator of the Holy Quran and one of the ‘nine jewels’ (naw
ratan) of the court of Mughal Emperor Akbar the Great (1542-1605). He was the younger
brother of Akbar’s historian Abul Fazl Allami .
Faizi was a master of Arabic language. He had a wonderful command on it. He composed a
voluminous commentary on the Quran, namely ‘Sawati al-llham’. In this Tafsir, he has very
skilfully maintained throughout the figure of speech called ‘Sanat i Muhmala’ i.e, he wrote
it entirely using only the undotted letters. No doubt, it is a very curious composition, in
which all letters with diacritical points are avoided. He began it at the suggestion of his
father Mubarak and having been interrupted in his labours by a political mission of Akbar.
Finally, he completed it in 1593 at Lahore .
Keywords: Abu al-Faiz Faizi, Arabic, Tafsir, Sawati al-l1lham, Quran.
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‘Faydi was commonly considered to be a heretic as regards his religious faith, but curiously
enough he has never said anything against the orthodox view in the introduction or in the
commentary itself. If we, for instance, take the following four points on which a heretic or
freethinker may differ from the orthodox:
1- The Quran is the last book of revelation and Muhammad is the last Prophet.
2- Miracles and supernatural things such as the birth of Christ without a father, the story
of the ‘The People of the Cave’, and that of ‘The People of the Elephant’, etc.
3-God leads to the straight path whomsoever He likes, and lets go to astray whomsoever
He likes, etc.

4- The only true religion is Islam.

We find that he interprets all these points entirely from the orthodox standpoint.’29
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‘But most of these charges are ill-founded and seem to be the result of some personal

grudge, as there are in Faydi's diwan poems in praise of the Prophet and his Companions’*
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“He has mentioned the names of his father and his brothers in an enigmatical way in order
to avoid the dotted letters which they contain. These riddles are very difficult and far-
fetched. A man, who does not already know those names, can hardly solve them. Even with
previous knowledge of the names, it is very difficult to work them out.”®

M sy eSSl paiuns

“This commentary, apart from the literary skill, has no value, as the self-imposed restriction
has made the brief comments that he offers more difficult than the text itself. His chief point
is to avoid the dotted letters while commenting on the Quran and so he is unnecessarily
lengthy wherever ideas could have been expressed concisely, otherwise he is brief to
obscurity.®®
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% . One of his ancestors Shaykh Musa had migrated to Sind and settled at Rel, a small place

near Slwastan, modern Sehwan (The Encyclopedia of Islam, Brill, New Edition, Vol. ii, pp.
870).
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sufi centre. It attracted others Sufis and it was this galady of saints and scholars that
prompted Sheikh khizr, the father of Sheikh Mubarak and the grandfather of Sheikh Abul
«ylall dl=s e MasFazl, to settle there’ (A History of Sufism in India, vol. I, New Delhi, p 131;
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6 . one of his ancestors Shaykh Musa had migrated to Sind and settled at Rel, a small place near Slwastan, modern

Sehwan (The Encyclopedia of Islam, Brill, New Edition, Vol: II, pp.870).
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16 An accomplished scholar, physician, and poet, he was appointed in 987/1579 tutor to

prince Daniyal (The Encyclopedia of Islam, Brill, New Edition, Vol: 11, pp.871).
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8 Treated as a close companion, he was included in the royal entourage during Akbar's
visit to Kashmir in 997/1588 (The Encyclopedia of Islam, Brill, New Edition, Vol: II,

pp.871).
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19 After the completion of his mission, he returned to Fathpur Sikri, the capital, in
1001/1592 (The Encyclopaedia of Islam, Brill, New Edition, Vol: Il, pp.871).
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:The contribution of Indo-Pakistan to Arabic Literature, pp.27. .29
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The Encyclopedia of Islam, Brill, New Edition, Vol: II, pp.871 .

31. ‘He is said to be the author of 101 books (apparently an exaggeration), of which very
few are now extant’ (The Encyclopaedia of Islam, Brill, New Edition, Vol: 11, pp.871).

AT2 o 5z bl aap
% <One of these, the Mawdrid al-kilam on ethics (ed' Calcutta 1241/1825), which contains
pithy and laconic sentences defining terms like Islam, ilm al- Kalam, Adam, Kalam Allah,
ahl Allah was intended to be a preliminary to the writing of the Sawdti al-ilham’ (The
Encyclopaedia of Islam, Brill, New Edition, Vol: Il, pp.871).
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¥ He also translated Lilavati, a Sanskrit work on arithmetic (ed. Calcutta 1826) The
Encyclopaedia of Islam, Brill, New Edition, Vol: I, pp.871).

31 o 2011 . 5¥sn ccilan dlna
¥ ‘He composed a Khamsa ("Quintet) in imitation of Nizami, the titles of these five poems
being Markaz-i-Adwar, Sulayman u Bilgis, Nal u Daman (the most celebrated), Haft
Kiskwar, and Akbar-nama, but some of them remained incomplete’ (A literary History of
Persia by Edward G. Browne, Cambridge University Press, vol. iv, p. 244)
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* He also translated some portions of the epic poem Mahabharata into Persian at the

express command of Akbar, in collaboration with al-Bada'uni and Mulla Shiri (The
Encyclopaedia of Islam, Brill, New Edition, Vol: I, pp.871).
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°L “All these ‘flashes’ are of different lengths, varying from one line to thirty lines or so’
(The contribution of Indo-Pakistan to Arabic Literature, p.24)

40
41

42

52

9 e pldY ablsw .

12 Go ALY plolsas

siny Leg 10 o alI¥1 alolga .
A oo wald¥ bl

A4 o el Y pbolg

20 oo ol pbolg

21 oo wald¥ abolge

21 oo el pbolg

Volume- VI, Issue-II October 2018 274

53

54

55

56

57

58

59



Md. Mehedi Hasan ALY ab s opuiis oinid il 4]

60

21 o al Y abolga .

7Y Asslall 8 e .

22 o pl Y pbolss .

Loy Ly 22 o al Y ablgw .
23 o cpl Y pbolss .

780 o «pldY abolsus .
Sdagles puwadll ilbghize” (G 65zl S bghsll ) el SIAL Jaladl Gopall” QLS e 8393l wileglall .66
655 Lo 1989 .l JT duwte
A3 o pld¥ plolyu

6-2 Aslall B g .

22 ol Y abolsw .

21 ol Y abolsw .

22 o cpl Y abolsw .

22 ol Y abolsw .

23 o cpl Y ablsw .

24 ol Y ablsw .

34 o ol dY) abolsa .

21 o ol dY) abolg .

22 o pl Y abolsa

15 o cal Y abolga .

22 o pl Y pbolsus .

50 o «pldY abolss .

144 o ol Y abolsus .

265 o «plY abolsw .

376 o «pldY abolsw .

726 o caldY ablgw .

57 oo cpldY ablsw .

250 (o (ST Slags GLST AbelSI daz ) candl § Ogealud)
1008 o <2 7 csalall aiS
472 4o 5z blakll dags .
225 4o 3z cpslall aml
408 o (g9 4N ¢ pyuall il .

61
62
63
64

65

68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89

90

Volume- VII, Issue-11 October 2018 275



Md. Mehedi Hasan ALY ab s opuiis oinid il 4]

Sl @ et wle sy 8 it paall ol 2okl dealud Lols dazle didl st ol gl "aal)
64 Lo AT s de BgaSull
il @ pmdatl] lesslas § " oied pasall f Akl Aealud dols Tazlyey digdl @ amitll sl shas "Wl e Mas
64 o AT s 4 Byei€ull
53938 all e dl § pudall le yolas 3 "oied pavall Gl Adlall Aealid Aols Aax s aidl 3 saitl] sl ghas "allall
62 o 3T e 4

% The contribution of Indo-Pakistan to Arabic Literature, pp. 24.
sday padlend Lol oins G Abagaill Cagypmll golany G SLIY Ak e disly sully slowl 2aaall 3 Ladl S39")
Selaw] sda g Ll oKy Lgaiall (o 05 slowill Aayldl Adjall ae G (wall (o L bt aulaing ¥ daus 5A1Y)
(68 Lo il BLaN 4t § Hyall IS

% The contribution of Indo-Pakistan to Arabic Literature, pp. 28.
Sela iy el gyl Jloatal § duds dud uad dele Aoyl 4 cod 205 5L G Sl Cipay sl 1dag")
oyl Slod LSl iz (A opaat 3 Ayl Al CoE 13y cduds GLAN aidl (o Lgaio ASTy Bizge 4lmuas
(72 oo gl Bl dd § Aopadl Gla¥-"0ly aatld puatsl ol 8y9500 Lo e & Jlbl cUdd aslé asgail)

Volume- VII, Issue-11 October 2018 276



