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Abstract

Epistemology is the branch of Philosophy, which concerned with the knowledge. It studies
the nature of knowledge, justification and the rationality of belief etc. The term
epistemology comes from the Greek word 'episteme’ means knowledge and ‘Logos' means
studies, so it’s meaning is 'studies of knowledge'. So Epistemology is the investigation of the
nature of knowledge itself. Its study focuses on our means for acquiring knowledge and how
we can differentiate between truth and falsehood. Modern Philosophy generally involves a
debate between rationalism and empiricism. Rationalist believes that knowledge is acquired
through the use of reason or reason is the keyword of knowledge, while the empiricists
assert that knowledge is gained through sense-experiences. But, of these epistemological
discussions are does not exist in ancient Greek Philosophy. Ancient Greek Philosophy is
divided by three periods such as, pre Socratic period (600-430 B.C), Socratic period (430-
320 B. C.) and after Aristotle period (320 B.C-529 A.D). From Thales who often considered
the first western philosopher to the stoics, and sceptics, ancient Greek philosophy opened
the doors to a particular way of thinking that provided the root for the western intellectual
tradition. There are arising some questions: What can we know? How can we know it?
What is knowledge? Is human being trustworthy? Can our senses be trusted? What is the
difference between opinion and knowledge? etc. This paper demonstrates different
philosophical views of the theory of knowledge in Ancient Greek Philosophy.

Keywords: Epistemology; investigation; rationalism; empiricism; ancient Greek
philosophy.
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