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Abstract
Narayan Gangopadhaya (1918- 70) was a prominent novelist as well as a short story writer in
Bengali literature. He made his presence felt in the literarary scene in the fifth decade of ninetieth
century with his first noted work of fiction uponibesh (1944). It was the time marked for great
political agitations all over the world and India was no exception. A lot of Bengali novelists
portrayed the agitations in their novels and short stories. Amongst these politicaly conscious men of
letters Narayan Gangopadhaya was a prominent figure who could not but portray characters with
strong political and ideological stance in his novels who have significant bearing on the course of
his narratives. His short stories offer telling and sensetive account of the famine condition that
plagued Bengal in 1943, just after the august movement that rocked the nation. Many of these short
stories reflect the penury and plight of both the rural and urban Bengal afflicted also by certain
strata of socity who exploited the condition to their ends. The present paper intends to study how
Narayan Gangopadhaya managed to depict so realisitically the condition of fimine striken Bengal of
his times.
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