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Abstract

Realistic analysis in ‘Kathasahitya’ and ‘kabyasahiyta’ started from the beginning of
thirties in twentieth century by the work of Kallol literature group. Similarly human
characteristics, conscience and biological instinct influenced on these. Bengali
‘Kathasahitya’ and ‘kabyasahiyta’ outspreads its circumference up to the international
horizon through the expression of realisation of the truth of life. But amazing truth is that
Bengali drama could not synchronize itself with the vastness of life agony. The belief in
Marxist philosophy, the influence of Russian Revolution and realistic urge of society
motivated the playwrights to socialism. It was hindered by contemporary stages as those
were highly professional and devoted to have success in any means. But Second World War
and famine as its indispensible part made a drastic change. Millions of people were fighting
for freedom. So to reflect the societal need it became a mandate for the playwrights to make
a revolutionary change in their creation. Their creative drama should reflect day-to-day
fight for existence of common men and their troublesome life, their anxiety, their hope, love
along with their anger and story of togetherness. All these things enlightened the sky of
contemporary drama. The plotting of the drama being changed from the rich (king, queen)
to the poor middle class and their daily life-struggle, love and hope for a new society. This
trend was popularly known as ‘Gananatya’. IPTA (Indian people’s theatre) which was
cultural front of political party, established in 1943. Theatre movement of IPTA introduced
a new trend of Bengali theatre in the beginning of forties.

First in 1944 at ‘Sriragam’ and in various parts of Bengal the drama ‘Nabanna’ was
produced and performed at the doorsteps of downtroddens. ‘Gananatya’ became the mirror
of society. It reflects the homeless hungry people’s fight in the stage without any majestic
makeover. So it touched the mind of common people to be united and fight through which
they can create a new nation, new thought. The first production of IPTA is ‘Aagun’ written
by Bijan Bhattacharya. Then ‘Laboratory’ (Binoy Ghosh), ‘Homeopathy’ (Manoranjan
Bhattacharya), ‘Jabanbandi’(Bijan), and finally ‘Nabanna’. This journey may be called as
beginning by ‘Aagun’, exploration by ‘Jabanbandi’ and formed a complete circle by
‘Nabanna’.

Drama wasn’t ended with distress but faded all obstacles through the power of ploughing of
farmers. No surrendering to fate, no knee bending to urban rich, landlords and no
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expectation from them; only self-belief of farmers and their fight for glory rejuvenates and
brings new life to Bengali Drama.
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