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Abstract:

Nyaya Philosophy is also known as pramana-sastra. Pramana means the instruments of
right cognition. Vatsyayana, a great commentator of Nyaya-siitra, in the very beginning of
his commentary represents that the instrument of right cognition can be used to establish
the meaning of things (artha-pratipatti). And therefore, the instrument of right cognition
must be meaningful (arthavana). Right cognition (pramiti), cognised object (praméya), and
cognisor (pramatri or pramata) also become meaningful as assistants of the instrument of
right cognition. The meaningfulness of these four confirms the real nature of things (tattva).
So, the real nature of things is depended on the meaning of things. In this paper, it is
examined the relation between the real nature of things and the meaning of things in context
of Nyaya-siitra and Nydya-sitrabhdasya.

Keyword: Pramana, Artha-pratipatti, Arthavana, Pramiti, Praméya, Pramatri,
Tattva.
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