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Abstract

The history of Madrasa Education in Bengal reveals the close relationship between the
discourse of power and the ideological structures of education. Madrasas had evolved in
the Arab world as a system of religious education, focusing on the Quran, Sunnah and
Figh. After the invasion of Bengal by Baktiar Khilji, Madrasas became closely associated
with the proliferation of state power. This close correspondence was destabilized by
colonial rule in Bengal. The colonizers initially helped in the foundation of the Alia
Madrasa (Calcutta Madarasa). This was soon transformed into a policy of hegemony in
which Western Education was introduced in the Madrasa curriculum. With the formation of
Muslim League in 1906, a salient vision for Islamic education was chalked out under the
auspices of Muslim Educational Society. Modernization continued in post-independence
West Bengal, with the development of West Bengal Board of Madrasa Education. This was
counterpointed by Khareji Madrasas in Bengal of the Deobandi and Nadwatul Ulama
schools. However, the call for reformation of the curriculum— be it from traditionalists or
from modernists — inevitably involve a political understanding of the discourse of
education. Thus, such reformulations are to be understood under a broader political matrix
of inequality, hegemony and control.
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