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Abstract

Gonpur village is situated on the Suri-Mallarpur road of Birbhum district of West Bengal
under the jurisdiction of Mahammadbazer police station. The village is situated near
Mallarpur and situated 20 kms away from the Rampurhat town. This Hindu dominated
village was once popular as an enriched and powerful village in the area presently temples
can be found in the area which are made of ‘Phoolpathar’ and decorated with beautiful
designs. Temples of Phoolpathar can be found nowhere except Birbhum and Maluti village
of Jharkhand. There are 23 temples of Phoolpathar which can be found in this village.
Engagement of Ramayana, Mahabharata, Social life, Geometric motifs can be seen on the
walls of these temples. The temples were designed with that certain stone despite of
terracotta. This stone is locally called ‘Giripathar’. It’s hard to differentiable between
Phoolpathar and terracotta if not observed properly because the colour of these two is
almost similar. The enragements of the wall of Gonpur temples are praiseworthy. Many
tourist and researchers from abroad visit the place to witness these amazingly efficient
carvings. But what is more astonishing is that this excellent example of creativity is still
under the ownership of individuals. Archeological survey of India is yet to take these under
their supervision as consequence the renovation and preservation of these temples have not
been done properly. So save the remaining temples, these need proper and scientific
renovation and preservation.
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