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Abstract.

The problem of universal is one of the most interesting and enduring topics in the history of
metaphysics. This problem has been highlighted from the ancient period in Greek and still it is
continued towards a permanent solution. The debate is basically divided into two trends, one is
realism and the other is nominalism in ancient, medieval, modern and contemporary period,
center round the issue of universal.

In this context Plato and Aristotle is realist philosopher in ancient era in broad sense.
Grossly realist Plato said that concepts are not merely an idea in the mind, but something
which has a reality of its own, outside and independent of human mind. But Aristotle, the
student of Plato, criticized and gave a moderate version of realism about the problem of
universal. According to Aristotle, Plato’s theory of ideas has failed to explain the relation
between individuals and universals, the existence of individuals, the motions of objects etc.

But the opponent of realism, basically the nominalists deny the absolute reality of universal.
They claims that their explanation is ontologically simple than realists and the explanation of
universals are very much logical. They believe that it is possible to provide fully satisfactory
accounts of attribute agreement, subject-predicate discourse, and abstract reference that posits
only particular or individual.

I want to analyze the nominal’s view not only the Greek, medieval, modern period but also
the different versions, followed by Prof. M.J. Loux, like as Austere nominalism and others.

According to extreme version of nominalism, Austere Nominalism only concrete particulars
are existing. There is no absolute ontology and they holds that all claims apparently about
universals are just disguised ways of making claims about concrete particulars. But obviously
there are serious difficulties with this extreme version of nominalism and those difficulties have
led some philosophers to endorse other form of nominalism.

In this paper | want to critically discuss the extreme version of nominalism and want to
share my opinion about the said context.
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wHf Sifsfmre ffy 3 e vg e Sy ¢ s SICADAl 71 FCT MR '@ CTH 2Tem,
S S, R FIRTO! 2fgfoe SR ST S@+e FCaw| Ae<e! SfeweRmar @9
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! Loux, M. J. Metaphysics A Contemporary Introduction, 3" Edition, Routledge, 1.
2 Russell, B. The Problems of Philosophy, Henry Halt and Company, London, 1912, 152.
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®Quine, W. V. O. On What There Is, The Review of Metaphysics, a Philosophical Quarterly, Vol. 2, (Sep.,
1948), 29.
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“Without causal links, nominalist’s content, our knowledge about and reference to
abstract entities becomes mysterious™.*
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% Szabo’, Zolta'n Gendler. “Nominalism”, The Oxford Handbook of Metaphysics, ed. M.J. Loux and D.
Zimmerman, Oxford University Press, 2003, p 29.
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“Metaphysics A Contemporary Introduction” &Cg ¢,

“For every sentence incorporating an abstract singular term, it is possible to identify a

sentence in which that terms does not appear but the corresponding, general term does,
such that the latter sentence gives the meaning of the former.”
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% Loux, M. J. Metaphysics A Contemporary Introduction, 3" Edition, Routledge, 57.
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