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Abstract:

The Mahabharata is one of those Smyti texts that have a lot of material on Indian sastras
along with which is morals and teachings associated with the Indian schools of philosophy.
Throughout the vast expanse of the text Vedanta and other schools of philosophy are
represented but arguably the most importance has been accorded to the Samkhya system.
Of the 25 Samkhya tattvas the prakgtitattva has featured prominently in the Mahabharata
and has gotten treatment which is unique to the grand epic. The prakgtitattva has received
its proper and elaborate treatment in Isvarakyspa’s Samkhyakarika and this opens the
arena for a comparative analysis of the tattva in terms of their treatment in the
Mahabharata and the Samkhyakarika. What emerges is that the principle has been handled
almost similarly except for the introduction of the concept of Isvara in the Mahabharata
which sits atop prakyti and controls its actions, while in the Samkhyakarika it is completely
independent.
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