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Abstract

The ‘Tebhaga Movement’ erupted in 1946 in Bengal on the eve of the withdrawal of the
British in India. The tide of Tebhaga uprising stands out as one of the most important
political events in twentieth century Bengal. ‘Tebhaga’ literally means 'three shares' of
harvests. The Tebhaga Movement was led by the share croppers of the Bengal region
against the oppressive jotedars in 1946-47. The movement resulted in clashes between
Jotedars and Bargadars. Seeing the plight of the farmers Salil Chowdhury started to write
Mass Songs. A Mass Song is a type of song which is written for individual or chorus singing
and intended for broader masses. He was not only an outstanding composer, an
accomplished and gifted arranger, poet and writer but above all an intellectual. During this
period Salil Chowdhury wrote numerous songs and with Indian People’s Theatre
Association (IPTA) comrades took his songs to the masses. They travelled through the
villages and the cities and his songs became the voice of the masses. In fact, Salil Chwdhury
always retained his strong feelings for the social injustice and very often wrote songs which
reflected those feelings. He called these songs ‘The Songs of consciousness and awakening'.
These mass songs also became a part of the independence movement and they are still
performed all over Bengal after all these years. In a way they have now become an integral
part of the Bengali heritage. We have six songs that Salil Choudhury composed for the
peasant movements and the Tebhaga Movement. Many more of songs have references or
allusions to the Tebhaga Movement. In this paper, an attempt will be made to make an
empirical analysis on the Mass Songs which were composed by the musical genius Salil
Chowdhury, especially during the period of Tebhaga Movement (1946-50) and also put a
light on the impact of those Mass Songs on the peasants moreover on the society during the
first half of twentieth century Bengal.

Keywords: Bargadars, Bengal, Indian People’s Theatre Association, Jotedars, Krishak
Sabha, Lyricist, Mass Song, Music Composer, Salil Chowdhury, Share-cropper,
Tebhaga.
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