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Abstract

The presence of children in Tagore’s literary works is immensely fascinating Tagore’s
representation of children, so diverse and multi-dimensional, has profoundly enriched
Bengali children’s literature. As a child and in his early youth, Tagore composed many
such literary gems. Even when he was old and white-haired, Tagore could sustain the child-
like simplicity of his mind. Otherwise it would not have been possible for him to enter so
effortlessly into the deep recesses of the minds of children. Within the vast range of
Tagore’s literature, this article wants to focus specifically on the psychological and
philosophical aspects related to the minds of children as found in Tagore’s juvenile poems.
Child psychology is a widely cultivated topic today. In modern times, the Internet and
Social Media have invaded almost every private space. Due to the rat race, today’s children
are getting increasingly robbed of their childhood. At such confused time, Children’s
Literature composed by Tagore no doubt is deeply inspiring. Tagore’s analysis of child
psychology, made so many decades ago, is highly relevant even today.
Psychologists have categorically mentioned that it is a child’s mother who is most
intimately associated with the mind of a child all through its infancy. The child’s attachment
to its mother never moves along a straight line in Tagore’s poems. She is the child’s
playmate, support, facilitator and the person on whom all sentiments can be vented. It is the
mother who holds the golden key to the fairy land of imagination into which the child wants
to frequently escape from the humdrum world of school-going. The urchin sheltering in the
mother’s lap often emerges as her protector. Children in Tagore’s poems sometimes show
eagerness to cross the boundary of infancy and thus to grow up. Now they want to be
father-like, at other times they want to grow as old as their revered master. Tagore has
traced the sense of freedom in a child’s mind to this urge to grow up. Tagore has
interpreted this zeal to emulate one’s master or the pundit as the child’s mode of defining
the goals of life.
Tagore has explained even complex psychological thoughts in a simple way intelligible to a
child. This is how Tagore has guaranteed the access of the adult mind into the innocent
world of children. So facile is the contact that the mind of a child is never clouded by adult
complexity. Union of ideas has found a new voice of communication. The value of the fairy

Volume- VII, Issue-I11 January 2019 139


http://www.thecho.in/

FIGAICRT PITOI [6-97: J-a14a% [Fcad s J3e

land of the imagination that Tagore has created in his juvenile poetry is immeasurable and
it is still relevant today.
Key words: Juvenile Poems, Child psychology, Fairy Land, Adult Mind.
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