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Abstract:
Many thinkers such as Gandhi, Aurobindo, Vivekananda, Savarkar and Tilak in India have
propounded their views on Nationalism in different ways. Rabindranath Tagore is one such
cosmopolitan philosopher whose idea of nationalism finds a distinct place in the whole debate about
the very idea of nationalism. His idea of nationalism was never restricted to India only instead it
had worldwide appeal. Tagore was both an admirer and critic of Western Culture. As a critic he
said that Western Civilization, in spite of all its achievements, was based on conflict; conflict
between the individual and state, between nation and nation. It had created mighty nations which
increased cooperation within the nation, but which also generated wars and conflicts in Europe and
perpetrated aggression and exploitation in Asia and Africa. Tagore felt deeply about the dangers
involved in the modern cult of the nation.
Tagore had awakened the wave of nationalism at the beginning of the twentieth century by
composing a national anthem: ‘Jan Gan Man’. He stood against the authoritarian form of
nationalism, but his outlook was interpreted from a different point of view and was understood anti-
national unfortunately. Tagore emphasized the ‘classless and casteless’ nation in place of rigid
societal formation. He had deep faith in universal humanity and he wished to have freedom of heart,
not as nationalist, but as an internationalist.
Keywords: Freedom, Humanity, Domestic wall's, Nation, Nationalism, Indian nationalism,
Internationalism.
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