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In the history of Bengali periodical, one of the brightest periodical was the ‘Bharati’. This
periodical made its debut during the late 19th century and was sponsered by the Tagore
family of Jorashanko. At that time Rabindranath Tagore was sixteen years old. From the
very first edition of ‘Bharati’ Rabindranath was one of its content writers. His numerous
songs, poems, novels, drama and articles were published in it. From 1284 to 1331
bangabda ‘Bharati’ helped many potential writers in displaying their works and ideas. The
history of this periodical's editing is quite interesting and attractive. The first editor of this
journal was Dijendranath Tagore the eldest son of Debendranath Tagore. Later at different
point of time Swarna Kumari Devi, Hiranmoyi Devi, Sarala Devi, Rabindranath Tagore,
Sourindra Mohan Mukhopadhaya, Manilal Gangapadhaya and others took this position as
a editor. The primary responsibility in editing this journal was taken by the Tagore family,
mainly under the guidance of Sarala Devi, Swarna Kumari Devi and Hiranmoyi Devi. This
periodical achived its fame and was delightfully accepted among readers. By using the
swadeshi language and swadeshi emotions ‘Bharati’ became one of the most important
printed medium of knowledge discussion based on various ideas and topics.

Mainly in the discussion of Bengal folklore and regional history as a local periodical
‘Bharati’ played a very important and glorious role. Due to this in the history of folklore
study there is a presence of many of the unique properties of this periodical. In the view of
folkloristics, ‘Bharati’ is regarded as institution of Passive Traditional Bearer (PTB) and
has a very effective role. Various folklore based articles has been published in ‘Bharati’
which is highly valuable in the diachronic history of folklore study. In highlighting the
cultural heritage of folklore, the folklore related articles published in ‘Bharati’ has
priceless contribution on that context. In our article in terms of the periodical which
published selected issues related to the folklore the role of ‘Bharati’ will be ascertained.
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