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Abstract

“Swamiji harmonized the East and the West,
religion and science, past and present. And that is why he is great. Our country men
have gained unprecedented self-respect, self-reliance and self-assertion from his teachings.” -
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902), defines education as to achieve fullness of perfection already
present in a man. The aim of education is to manifest in our lives the perfection, which is the very
nature of our inner self. In this paper we analyse the Vivekananda’s views on women education, an
endeavour has been made to focus on the basic theme of his philosophy. To Vivekananda, education
was not only collection of information, but it meant arousing the people to an awareness of their
own worth, dignity and responsibility, His objectives of education is man-making, life giving and
character-building and making them the source of all the strength and sustenance of society,
creating a society which will provide a healthy milieu for the development of character and
personality of all its children. He says a nation’s greatness is measured by the greatness of its
citizens. But the greatness of citizens is impossible without the development of women. He
considered men and women as two wings of a bird and it is not possible for a bird to fly on only one
wing. So, according to him, there is no chance for welfare of the world unless the condition of
women is improved. He wanted women to have full freedom to understand their own problems and
to propose solutions for their own betterment, and set their destiny by themselves. Men must not
interfere in women’s problem. Men’s only task should be to arrange for them proper education to
make them aware of what is wrong and what is right. He believed that women could top and use
their capabilities, if they were properly educated.
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