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Abstract

In Indian Philosophy of language it’s an important question that, what aspect of the object
is primarily denoted by a word? The object denoted by a word is not a simple entity, but the
object denoted by a word is a complex or compound individual with its different properties
or aspects. When a speaker utters a word like ‘cow’, is not something simple entity,
sometimes the term ‘cow’ is used to convey an individual cow (vyakti), sometimes its shape
or form(akrti)and sometimes, the class-essence (jati) which are invariably related to the
animal cow. Regarding this discussion In Indian philosophy there are three main theories,
these three theories are known as (i) vyaktisaktivada (ii) akrtisaktivada and (iii)
jatisaktivada. Nyayasutrakara Gautama redetected all these theories and has presented his
own view in his nyaya-sutra which is known as vyaktyakrtijatisaktivada. In this short article
I would like to unfold the view of maharsi Gautama regarding vyaktyakrtijatisaktivada.
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