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Abstract

Indian Rasashastra or the concept of Rasa () is one of the greatest contributions of
its literary genius. Centering upon the theory of Rasa Indian poetics or rhetorical
poems started its journey. From the great dramatist Bharata during the 2nd century
B.C. to Jagannath in the 17th century A.D. this Shastra (=@zs7#1) has envolved. We
find different Schools (2#m) like saprasthana (#72%/), Alamkarprasthana
(yers=rEry), Dhwaniprasthana (&7/=/). A question as to the soul or essence of
these poetry naturally arises. Again, the question as regards why Indian rhetoricians
(wrereifa®) wrote their verses based on the conception of ‘Annanda’ (@) is also
pertinent and to be pondered over. According to them, the essence of a poetry is
neither prosody nor style nor even Sound (#7). The object of a greatest poetry is the
creation of Rasa. It has taken thousand years to realize the theory of creation of
Rasa. During the Indian Bhakti Movement at a letter point of time, a different of
interpretation started emerging under the explicit influence of this movement. The
‘Gouriya Rhetoricians” perceived Rasa to be the ‘Bhakti Rasa’ (®f&=7). Therefore,
the Rasa in Shaktapadavali written in a latter period must be judged from this
perspective. In this article, we propose to study the nature of Rasa as found in the
Shaktapadavali following the Indian conception of Rasa.

Keywords: Indian Rasashastra-Variety of Rasa-Bhakti Rasa-Rasa in
Shaktapadavali.
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