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Abstract

Kavikarnapura, a great Vaishnava poet was born at Kanchrapara in Nadia district of West
Bengal in the year 1524. He was the son of Sivananda Sen, a pupil of Mahaprabhu
Shrichaitanya. Karnapura was a pupil of Shrinath Acharya. The word Karnapura is not a
proper name, but only a title said by Chaitanya. In other places his name is indicated as
Paramanandadasa or Puridasa. In front of Chaitanya he uttered a sloka in arya metre and
Chaitanya was very much pleased and said that you are ear ornament of poets or
Kavikarnapura. Alamkarakaustubha is a great work of Kavikarnapura in the field of
Vaishnava Sanskrit Poetics. The work deals with in ten kiranas all the important topics of
Sanskrit poetics except dramaturgy. The ten kiranas are- 1. Kavya-samagri, 2. Shabdartha,
3. Dhvani, 4. Gunibhutavyangya, 5. Rasa, 6. Gunas, 7. Shabdalamkaras, 8. Arthalamkaras,
9. Riti and 10. Dosha. The 3rd kirana of Alamkarakaustubha is devoted to the concept and
classification of dhvani. Karnapura defines dhvani as follows—

“shabdarthadibhiranyaisca dhvanyate asaviti dhvanis”.
Dhvani is a kind of meaning where the word and conventional or primary meaning suggest
the intended or implied meaning. There are two main divisions of dhvani-
avivakshitavachya and vivakshitanyaparavachya. Avivakshitavachya is based on lakshana
and is also called lakshanamula. Vivakshitanyaparavachya is related with the primary
sense or abhidha. Hence it is called as abhidhamula. Avivakshitavachyadhvani is again
divided into two: arthantarasamkramitavachya and  atyantatiraskritavachya.
Vivakshitanyaparavachya is also divided into two: samlakshyakramavyangya and
asamlakshyakramavyangya. Asamlakshyakramavyangya is rasadhvani.
The paper deals with the definition of dhvani, the characteristics of lakshanamula dhvani
and the varieties of lakshanamula dhvani. This paper is an analytical work on
Alamkarakaustubha, but sometimes we have accepted the method of comparative study.

Keywords: Kirana, Dhvani, Lakshanamula, Abhidhamula, Avivakshitavachya,
Vivakshitanyaparavachya, Arthantarasamkramitavachya and Atyantatiraskritavachya.
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