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Abstract:
‘Haran’ is a type of Bengali folk song sung by rural folks collectively in the
winter season. It is commonly sung by people hailing from the lower strata of
the caste-ridden Hindu society. Needless to say, these people have been made
victims of economic exploitation and caste discrimination through
generations. ‘Haran’ gives expression to their life and experience. Its
association with the socially marginalised people in addition to the fact that it
has never been a part of the mainstream culture of Bengali song hindered its
widespread promotion and dissemination. It pertained among the rural people
living at the margins of Hindu society, mainly namasudras, in such districts as
Faridpur, Khulna and Gopalgunj among others of erstwhile East Bengal. The
song made its passage to the other side of Bengal with the post-partition
exodus of these people. A majority of them came to settle in the Nadia district
of West Bengal. Though its tradition is still kept alive by them in those regions
of the state of West Bengal they scattered across and settled in, its popularity
has significantly dwindled nowadays. The villagers of those places form small
groups and beg alms from door to door singing the ‘Haran’ song daylong
during the last week of the month of Poush in the Bengali calendar. On the
occasion of the Poush Parban (a day of ritual celebration in Bengal) these
villagers assemble in the evening for an open-air ritual feast that remains
open for participation to each and everybody beside a road or alongside a
meadow and sing ‘Haran’songs in unison to observe the day. Mainly a source
of entertainment, the culture of ‘Haran’ thus plays a key role in maintaining
social cohesion and preserving traditional values in the village life as well. In
this context this paper is intended to familiarise the readers with the ‘Haran’

Volume- X, Issue-II January 2022 27


http://www.thecho.in/

JETT GAC TS GG TIN5 (TN G Sl 94T

as a folk performance and its role in the social life of a rural Bengali
community.
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