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Abstract

The term ‘Cartoon’ etymologically derived from Italian word ‘Cartone’ which refers to a
preparatory drawing for a piece of art. A Cartoon is typically two dimensional illustration
which may be realistic semi realistic or unrealistic in its nature. The concept of cartoon art
was actually evolved from Caricature during early 19th century. Cartooning flourished in
Europe and travelled to neighbouring continents since then and has been used in several
different ways in world. In Indian context this art entered with British, but over the years
came into its own manner and independent version that earned huge popularity and we
have got cartoonist like R.K. laxman, Abu Abraham, K. Shankar Pillai, Kutty, who have
become cult figures.

Not just the Newspaper not merely the print media cartoon has cut across all media
barriers to emerge as a powerful communication tool. It is rare creation which is not a
mere documentary evidence of social and political issues but also a complete package of
art, portraiture, and thoughtful comment .Yet despite all popularity and accolades the
‘Toon’ world of our country facing difficulties to survive .Nowadays it is hard to find
considerable cartooning manpower to our national capital . Protection, preservation and
mass involvement are required urgently to give fresh air to breath of this creative art form.
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