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Abstract

In the novels of Manik Bandyopadhyay, society has been manifested on the basis of Marxist
thoughts. We know that one of the criteria of the discussion of sociology in literature is
reality. This reality is actually socio-reality. Manik Bandyopadhyay, a writer of the Post-
Kallol era, revolted against the artificiality and mechanical attitude of the so-called
gentlemen and engaged himself in such type of writing which was totally different from that
of others. As a background he chose the then East Bengal, its people and environment. He
has depicted the life of the common people of that area with great skill. Such a popular
novel is ‘Padmanadir Majhi’ (1936). In this novel, the author has depicted the intimate
relationship of the fishermen of the village Ketupur with the river Padma. Before the period
we are talking about, the slum-life was reflected in Bengali literature, but the reality was
missing. Manik Bandyopadhyay has described the slum-life with all reality. In the
background of the regional novel the lifestyle, principles, habits, convention, culture,
struggle and everything of the common people of the particular area have been highlighted.
The author has also depicted the sensuality in the relationship of men and women with
artistic reality. The struggle of the fishermen, pleasure and pain of having a son, the festival
of Rathajatra, flood in the rainy season, the advent of autumn, the disaster caused by the
storm, the flight of wild ducks after the winter, the festival of colour in the spring all these
are pen pictures of the real life of the common people in the society. The women characters
in the novel add to the perception of life and society.
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