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Abstract

Michael Madhusudan Dutta became most successful playwright among others to
westernisation of Bengali theatre. ‘Krishnakumari’ is considered as his greatest play, gave
him huge honour by its dual characteristics as it revealed the playwright’s keen interest on
historical drama as well as establishment of tragedy. But Madhusudan bagged his
permanent position in world literature by his two farces, ‘Ekei ki bole sabhyata’ and ‘Buro
shalikher ghare roun’. These plays show firstly exaggeration of external celebration of
hyper modernisation of neo-literate youth of Bengal and on the other side debauchery of so-
called religious leaders and Jamindar.

Though the main purpose of the play ‘Ekei ki bole sabhyata’ was to show the bad effect of
alcoholism, but Madhusudan didn’t use any propagandist technique to achieve his goal
rather depended upon the dramatic action only. His strategic self control uplifts this farce
from the bad essence of ‘purposeful drama’.

‘Ekei ki bole sabhyata’ and ‘Buro shalikher ghare roun’ both the plays were written in the
same year and theme of those also very closed in nature. Actually they are made for each
other even can be called they are two sides of same coin. They gave crystal clear picture of
drunkenness of <Young Bengal’ and dissipation of Jamindar. The plays upholds the
protesting feature not by loud slogan but by sharp theatrical language. In natural
consequences both the plays didn’t get the necessary permission for performance before the
audience for second time. Belgachia Natyashala couldn’t keep their commitment to make
use their stage for this production. This is the first production which was stopped under
pressure. This incident honoured the two farces and their creator.
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“a few of the Young Bengal Class getting a scent of the farce and feeling that a
caricature made in it touch them too closely, raised a hue and cry; and choosing for
their leader a gentleman of position and influence who, they knew, had influence
with the Rajahs, deputed him to dissuade them from producing the farce on the
board of their theatre. This gentleman (also a Young Bengal) fought tooth and nail
for the success of his mission. The Rajahs would not yield at first, but under great
pressure were obliged to give up the farce.”’
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“Mind you broke my wings about the farces; if you play a similar trick this time, |
shall forswear Bengali, and books in Hebrew or Chinese”””
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