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Abstract
In the history of Sanskrit Poetics Ripa Gosvamin is one of the renowned Vaisnava rhetoricians.
Riipa Gosvamin, the disciple of Sricaitanya, flourished in the 16th century A.D. to enrich Sanskrit
Rhetoric and Vaisnava Literature. The Natakacandrika, the Bhaktirasamrtasindhu and the
Ujjvalanilamani--- these three books of rhetoric have been written by Ripa Gosvamin where the
philosophy of Vaisnava is reflected. Among these three the first rhetoric composition of Ripa
Gosvamin is the Natakacandrika. In the beginning of the Natakacandrika , Riupa declares that he
has analyzed the theories of Dramaturgy in accordance with Simhabhipala’s Rasarnavasudhakara
and Bharata’s Natyasastra. In the Natakacandrika we may find many topics of Dramaturgy where
Riipa opposed the dicta of Simhabhiipala and Bharata. There are different opinions we may easily
observe in this book on the basis of the ‘Sandhyangas’ and ‘Natyabhiisanas’. In the Natakacandrika
Ripa strongly opposes the dicta of Visvanatha regarding different concepts of Dramaturgy. Some of
them are mentioned below-
1. According to Visvanatha, the hero will be ‘Dhiroddttva’ type in a ‘Nataka’ but in the
Natakacandrika Ripa although accepts the opinion of Visvandtha but also he says that if the hero is
Srikysna then he will be ‘Dhirodattva’ type and must be decorated with ‘Lalitaguna’ also .
2. According to Visvanatha the ‘Prastavand’ and ‘Sthapand’ are the same meaning and same word.
But Riipa declares that the ‘Prastavana’ and ‘Sthapand’ should be different on the basis of ‘rasa’.
3. In the Natakacandrika the ‘Sandhyangas of Mukhasandhis’, ‘Natyabhiisanas’ and many more
varieties of Dramaturgy have been established by Riupa Gosvamin with the different opinions of
other rhetoricians.
In this proposed article we shall try to discuss some matters of Dramaturgy which Ripa has
presented in the Natakacandrika with the views of some other rhetoricians.
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