Pratidhwani the Echo

v A Peer-Reviewed International Journal of Humanities & Social Science
ISSN: 2278-5264 (Online) 2321-9319 (Print)

Impact Factor: 6.28 (Index Copernicus International)

Volume-IX, Issue-11, January 2021, Page No.38-41

Published by Dept. of Bengali, Karimganj College, Karimganj, Assam, India
Website: http://www.thecho.in

@RS : CFICER RN TS G Sany Presfaa - @b A rFig ST

T, ITRR 2
VI, TS, T G2 2NF© [or, [F9orme] a3, Jfehcred, A3, e

Abstract:

The five act play 'Chandakaushikam' of Khemishwar is based on the mythology of the angry Muni
Bishwamitra and the helpless king Harishchandra. The play depicts a wonderful image of King
Harishchandra's honesty and generosity. The extreme misfortune of Harishchandra-Shaiba is due to
the violent behavior of sage Bishwamitra - hence the name of the play 'Chandakaushikam'. In the
play, a collection of many characters can be noticed, such as the hero Harishchandra, the heroine
Shaiba, the clown, Bishwamitra, etc., as well as the child character portrayal, he has shown
extraordinary skill. The only child character in the play is Rohitashwa, the son of King
Harishchandra. King Harishchandra donated the entire kingdom to sage Bishwamitra. But he is not
interested in accepting any donation except Dakshina. Meanwhile, The King was able to give one
lakh gold coins to the sage as Dakshina. The sage argues, the whole kingdom is now under him, so
he will not accept any money as Dakshina from there. Practically helpless, Harishchandra went to
Banik Mahal to sell himself to earn money for Dakshina. Shaiba, who is sympathetic to her
husband's grief, has sold herself to Upadhyaya for fifty thousand gold coins. Shaiba is presently
working as a maid in Upadhyaya's house with her son. Rohitashwa is also employed by his Lord as
a servant. On the other hand, The king sold himself to Chandal for fifty thousand gold coins and was
able to completely pay to the sage as Dakshina. King Harishchandra is presently employed by his
Lord as a Chandal.

In the course of events, Rohitashwa was bitten by a snake while picking flowers for Upadhyaya's
puja and died. The mourner Shaiba wept and coincidentally came to the crematorium to burn her
son, where her husband Harishchandra was in-charge as a Chandal. Therefore, it is seen that the
child character has paved the way for the reunion of the separated heroes and heroines at the end of
the play. Has reunited them. In this way, the hero-heroine reunion has been achieved through
various dramatic blows and retaliations and the purpose of the dramatist has been fulfilled.
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