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Abstract:

India is an ethnically diverse country. In India since prehistoric times various indigenous peoples
living here as an integral part of Indian society with their rich cultural heritage. Each of them
developed their own language, culture and way of life. According to the 2011 census India has more
than 104 million tribal who constitute 8.6 percent of the total population of India. A total of 705
distinct tribes reside in India, home to the largest tribal communities in world. The ‘Kora’ is one of
the major tribal community in India especially they are the inhabitants of four eastern states of
India, namely Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha and West Bengal. Like many other tribal communities, the
Kora had their own distinct culture, customs, rituals and way of life. However, in comparison to
other tribal groups, the Kora have received relatively little research attention to the scholars.
According to 2011 census total numbering Kora population is 2,46,598. Kora is the 5th largest
tribal community in West Bengal. According to 2011 census the total population of Kora is 1,59,404
who constituted 3.2% of the total tribal population of the state. The majority of Kora in West Bengal
are found in the districts of Bankura, Birbhum, Bardhaman, Hooghly, Paschim Medinipur and
Purulia. However over a long period of time their culture and lifestyle were merged in the
mainstream Hindu society. At present under the pressure of globalisation and modernity they are
changing rapidly. This historical research paper focuses on the Koras life and culture and their
relationship to mainstream Hindu society with special reference to West Bengal.
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