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Abstract:

Rassundari Dasi( 1809-1899) is a Bengali author who is marked as the first writer of a full-
grown autobiography in her language. Before Rassundari, notable Bengali writers like
Krittibas Ojha, Mukunda Chakraborty, Rupram Chakraborty wrote about the story of their
lives but none of them could compose a perfect autobiography. Rassundari Dasi was the
first to do it in Bengali literature. Amar Jiban’ by Rassundari Dasi was first published in
1876, 8 years after the death of her husband. She could free herself from the cage where she
suffered humiliation in a society dominated by men. She could move forward only for her
indomitable urge and desire. She wrote the first part of the book at the age of sixty and it
was published when she was sixty seven. In the first part, there are sixteen chapters that are
full of the various experiences of her life. The second part consists mainly of prayers to
God. The second edition of this book was published when the author was eighty eight. This
book shows the efforts of women to come out of imprisonment in a nineteenth century
society. When we read the book we can find out the accounts of life of a self confident
woman. The book is not merely relevant to the contemporary Bengali literature; it has
become an important topic of discussion on the education of women afterwards.
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