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Abstract

Folk art and craft has great importance in the aspect of art history. It is an integral part of
the life of India as well as West Bengal. In West Bengal, there are many folk art and craft
traits practiced by the folk artisan communities. Important folk art and craft forms of West
Bengal are: Dokra, Conch-shell Craft, Terracotta, Stone Carving, Wood Carving, Shola-
pith Craft etc. In the district of Nadia of West Bengal Shola-pith craft is also popular.

The folk arts and crafts are signifying from its decoration pattern, design, texture, symbol
etc. which we are called motif. The word ‘motif’ used in various aspects. The motif of folk
art and craft means traditional design, symbol, texture or decoration pattern. In folk arts
and crafts, the folk motif plays an important role. In this paper, we will discuss about the
traditional designs and motifs of Shola-pith craft of Nadia district of West Bengal from the
viewpoint of folkloristics.
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