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Balmiki’s Ramayana, the great Indian epic, is the hallmark of Indian culture and tradition.
The Ramayana is the story of devotion and sublime feelings and ‘Meghanad Vadh’ by
Madhusudhan Dutta is the modern version of this epic dimension. ‘Meghanad Vadh’ is a
colossal effort at capturing the renaissance spirit prevalent in Bengal during the 19™ century.
This article is a comparative study of the two protagonists of both the epics — Rama and
Ravana.

The essence of Balmiki’s Ramayana is the titanic clash between gods and demons; but it is
the conflict between man and man which is what lies at the core of ‘Meghanadh Vadh’. Here
Rama is human with his share of glories and imperfections and Ravana, the grand fellow.
Here in this epic fortitude and mortality, valour and affection are all intermingled into
creating a whole new perception.

This work is a probe in to the differences that lie in the hearts of the two protagonists of the

two epics of two different times.
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