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Abstract
Of all the luminaries who corresponded with Tagore (1861-1941), Hemantabala Debi
(1894-1975) requires a special mention. A classicist in her preferences, she sought refuge in
Tagore's philosophy to ease the difficulties of her troubled life. She wrote more than 300
letters to him. Tagore wrote 264. The correspondence continued for ten years-- 1931-1941.
Her introspective queries persuaded Tagore to make a spontaneous revelation of his
religious ideas in many of these letters. To the master, the disciple unveiled her mind,
disclosed her preferences, convictions, beliefs, notions, and confessed her doubts.

Blessed by Tagore’s love, Hemantabala was inspired to write though much of her works
remained unpublished. She wrote many poems in these letters. The themes of her poems are
varied: they speak of her personal relation with Tagore, her wishes and dreams, the
triumphs and tribulations of everyday life, her search for transcendence and even some
recipes!

It would be unwise to treat Hemantabala as a mere recipient of Tagore's letters. She is an
institution in herself. Her stories, novels, essays prove her worth as a litterateur. The
present study would essay to read some of the poems that she wrote on Tagore and shared
with him.

Keywords: Rabindranath Tagore, Hemantabala Debi, Letters, Poems, Unpublished
Works.
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