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Abstract

Communalism is a curse of society. Currently, the way of communalism is rearing its head is leading
the society towards destruction. The only solution to save it is to create a harmonious environment
by preventing communalism and hatred among each other. If we study folklore carefully, we will see
that almost every element of folklore plays an essential role in creating a harmonious environment in
the society. The folk festivals are one of the various elements of folklore that help tackle the growth of
communalism and create an atmosphere of harmony. Folk festivals bring together people from all
castes, classes, and creeds in the society and create a harmonious environment by observing various
folk customs and practices associated with those folk festivals. Folk festivals play an important role in
creating and maintaining communal harmony. One such folk fair is the Birhi Bhaiphonta Mela.
Through unity, cultural exchange, and mutual respect, the Bhaiphontar Mela of Birhi plays an
important role in promoting communal harmony and social cohesion. Kali Puja is one of the main fair
or pujas of Bengalis. Bhaiphonta is celebrated just a day after Kali Puja. This date is called Bhatri-
Dwitiya. Around this Bhaiphonta, a three-day fair is organized every year at Birhi Gopaltala, which
is known as the Bhaiphontar Mela of Birhi. Where Hindus and Muslims of all castes and religions
come together, and those who do not have children pour drops on the walls of the Gopal temple at the
Gopal Tala in the hope of having a son and those who do not have a brother apply the mark of
Sandalwood and Curd paste on the walls of the Gopal Mandir at the Gopal Tala of Birhi in the hope
of having a brother. On Bhatri-Dwitiya day, everyone, regardless of caste or creed, applies the mark of
Sandalwood and Curd paste on the walls of the Gopal temple, considering them as their brothers; this
creates a sense of love and harmony, breaking communalism and creating an atmosphere of harmony.
Here, no restrictions could be imposed on the people of the society, and if a Muslim family has a son,
he is named Gopal. In addition, various events are held at the Gopal Mandir, such as the Dol Utsav,
every day at four o’clock in the morning, Bhor Aarti is performed, afterwards sugar and butter are
offered to Gopal, and in the morning, fruit and water is offered, in the afternoon a special food
preparation known as Anya-Bhog is offered, and in the evening, water and sweets are offered for
worship. There is no religious barrier; rather, people of all religions can be seen freely participating in
every ritual. In a world where the headlines are riots, violence, oppression, and hatred of one religion
towards another, the estranged Bhaiphonta Mela, which ignores all these and binds together in
harmony, will be highlighted in the article under discussion.
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