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Abstract

At present, human civilization, having ascended to the pinnacle of intellectual inquiry,
seeks to bring everything under its control. Yet, conversely, it remains an undeniable truth
that providing a definitive explanation for the genesis of this universe has proven elusive.
Across mythological, scientific, and folkloric traditions, diverse explanations regarding the
origin and evolution of the cosmos can be found. Within the Sankhya, an ancient school of
philosophy, the sage Maharsi Kapil offered an elegant exposition on the evolution of the
world. In this framework, Kapil Muni describes the origin of the universe through the
interplay of two fundamental principles: Prakrti (Nature) and Purusa (Consciousness). He
identifies Prakrti as the material cause of this universe and elucidates the process of
evolution based on the principle of cause and effect. In Sankhya philosophy, this causal
principle is known as Satkaryavada. In characterizing the essential nature of Prakrti, Kapil
describes the Triguna-s, the three fundamental qualities: Sattva, Rajas, and Tamas. Kapil
Muni explains that evolution ensues when the equilibrium of Prakrti is disturbed;
conversely, the evolutionary process of the universe ceases once Prakrti returns to a state
of equilibrium. Maharsi Kapil further asserts that all evolutionary transformations pertain
solely to Prakrti; Purusa remains entirely exempt from such evolution. Indeed, within the
Sankhya system, the concept of evolution is primarily elucidated in the context of Purusa's
attainment of Kaivalya (absolute liberation). Once Purusa achieves Kaivalya, the
evolutionary process of Prakrti comes to a halt. The evolution of Prakrti remains confined
within its own sphere, and the transformations that occur therein are collectively termed
Parinamavada.
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