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Abstract
The Vedic Samhitas are the earliest cultural foundations of Indian civilization, vividly
showcasing the ancient existence of musical instruments. The Rgveda, Samaveda, Yajurveda
and Atharvaveda mention instruments such as Dundubhi, Bana, Venu, Tunava, Karkari,
Aghéﬁ etc. These instruments were vital elements of yajnas, warfare, and social ceremonies,
extending well beyond ordinary entertainment. We find a structured fourfold classification
of musical instruments during the later phase of Sanskrit musicology, notably in Bharata’s
Natyasastra and Sarngadeva’s Sangitaratnakara. These are ‘Tata vadya’ or stringed
instruments like Veena, ‘Avanaddha vadya’ or percussion instruments covered with skin
like Mridanga, ‘Ghana vadya’or solid instruments played by striking like cymbals and
‘Susira vadya’ or wind instruments like flute. Although a formal systematic grouping of
these musical instruments is absent within the Vedic Sambhitas, based on their structural
design and sound-production characteristics, these musical instruments can be broadly
classified into these four categories. Such a classification highlights the continuity between
the Vedic musical tradition and later Indian musicology.

Keywords: Vedic Samhitas, Vedic musical instruments, Indian Musicology, Natyasastra,
Sangitaratnakara, Classification of Vedic Instruments
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