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Abstract

In metaphysical discourse, explanations regarding the nature of the world have evolved
steadily since ancient times. Such inquiries can be traced back to the very beginnings of
Greek philosophy; indeed, the fundamental theme - the origin of the wondrous world and
the primary cause of its creation - has been a subject of expanding philosophical debate.
Within metaphysics, the discussion concerning ‘Being” holds particular significance. The
first major discourse on Being appears in the philosophy of the eleatic thinker Parmenides,
who was the first to distinguish between appearance and truth. He posited that Being alone
is real, whereas ‘Not-Being’ is false or an illusion. Parmenides disciple, Zeno, was influenced
by his master's views and similarly acknowledged Being as the ultimate truth. Conversely,
the philosophy of Heraclitus offers a different perspective, accepting both Being and Not-
Being as real. It is evident, therefore, that the discourse on Being was a dynamic and evolving
tradition in Greek philosophy. However, the discussion underwent significant
transformation and expansion through the work of Plato. His metaphysical thought elevated
the discourse on Being to a unique level. Plato was the first western philosophy to address
the ‘Problem of Universal’. He held that the sensory world is merely a replica of the
universal. In his work “The Republic’, he offered a novel interpretation of the nature of
universal, employing various analogies and arguments. This essay explores the nature of
universals from Plato’s perspective, the relationship between universals and particulars, and
the question of whether it is possible to acknowledge a realm of universals that transcends
particulars.
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“Knowledge is infallible (there is no false knowledge); Belief may be true or

false. Knowledge, by definition, is of unique, unchanging objects.”
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“A Form, such as Beauty itself, excludes its opposite, Ugliness: it can never be
773

or become ugly.
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' MacDonald, The Republic of Plato, 175.
? MacDonald, The Republic of Plato, 176.
* MacDonald, The Republic of Plato, 176.
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“But any particular beauty thing may be also ugly; it may seem beautiful to me,

ugly to you; and it must begin and cease to exist in time. Such things cannot

be objects of knowledge.”*
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“The object itself is only a particular bed, which, as a part of the material world,
16

is not a real things.

O o A W T GG T, [ FHYET WA B G2 AW R 2 SFOACE S
T o8 ot o «3oa Mg @ el toft F@RT, ©f (@@ TOINS (Opinion) | ©I12
TOITS 3 T T8 TCTa 77 20 21T M1 Qe fof Wo e (e nfas afees
R et aor afyed), fof @wemg am = @e? 2w AET 1 9w

* MacDonald, The Republic of Plato, 176.
° B. Russell, History of western philosophy, (London: Routledge, 2016), 123.
® MacDonald, The Republic of Plato, 315.
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7 MacDonald, The Republic of Plato, 222.
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“The knowledge of the good, on which well-being depends, is now to include

an understanding of the moral and physical order of the whole universe.”
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® MacDonald, The Republic of Plato, 206.
’ MacDonald, The Republic of Plato, 207.

1 MacDonald, The Republic of Plato, 207.
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