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Abstract
The Bengali language, an Eastern Indo-Aryan tongue, traces its genealogical ancestry back
to the Old Indo-Aryan Sanskrit through intermediate Middle Indo-Aryan stages. Among
these, Magadhi Prakrit—and its derivative Magadhi Apabhramsha —served as the primary
linguistic substrate that shaped the phonological, morphological, and syntactic
foundations of Proto-Bengali. This research article examines the historical and structural
impact of Magadhi Prakrit on the evolution of modern Bengali.
Through a comparative diachronic analysis, this paper investigates key phonological shifts,
such as the sibilant merger (where Sanskrit’s three sibilants /s/, /s/, /§/ collapsed into a
predominant palatal /§/ in Magadhi and Bengali) and the retention of unvoiced stops.
Morphologically, the study explores how Magadhi Apabhramsha’s inflectional
simplification facilitated Bengali’s transition toward an analytic structure, influencing its
case-endings, verbal conjugations, and pronominal systems. Additionally, the
paper analyzes lexical inheritances (tadbhava words) that survived through the Magadhi
lineage to form the core vocabulary of daily Bengali communication.
By synthesizing historical linguistics, epigraphic evidence, and comparative grammar, this
article demonstrates that Magadhi Prakrit provided the foundational blueprint for
Bengali's unique identity within the Eastern Indo-Aryan language family. The findings
offer clearer insights into the dialectal continuum of Eastern India and underscore the
enduring heritage of Middle Indo-Aryan vernaculars in contemporary regional languages.

Keywords: Magadhi Prakrit, Bengali Linguistics, Eastern Indo-Aryan, Phonological Shift,
Tadbhava Lexicon
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