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Abstract

This article explores the ideas of Debesh Roy and Mikhail Bakhtin on the nature and form of
the novel. Roy, a prominent Bengali novelist, short story writer, and essayist, has referred
ato Bakhtin’s ideas on the novel in several of his essays and discussions on the genre. These
repeated references provide an important reason to examine the ideas of the two thinkers
together. For Roy, the novel is more than a form of storytelling; it is a way of exploring
human life, social reality, and the historical position of individuals. Bakhtin, a Russian
literary critic and theorist, also challenged conventional ideas of the novel, emphasizing its
multiple voices, dialogic nature, and social use of language. While their approaches share
certain similarities, they also reveal important differences. Through a comparative reading
of their ideas, this article aims to explore Roy’s distinctive understanding of the novel,
examine its points of agreement and disagreement with Bakhtin’s theory, and consider the
possible influence of Bakhtin on Roy’s literary thought.

Keywords: Debesh Roy, Mikhail Bakhtin, Novel Theory, Dialogism, Monologism,
Polyphony
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TAVHORAEF T (FI2Ae A, (FIAS QTTQ/?FJ, NINGNGARIN] @f@qﬁ FHLICAS AQI! oTF Fl
A | O@ @ FRE SAGADBICE (71 AT ©CgH NS PG FA12 A2 WA
o 7 1 IR 42 DR SRR QA Aited W4 foea oaea! e fer yigefy, qrifera
Cgd A o7 fE-afie @3 (i IARE SATPTeRR Arfeqr Her T8 o) [EE
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fage qrafeq Rt e Srew aoRE TiTerefgs 8 TNEbes | ofF @9l
DIl N TreT 29 ‘Problems of Dostoevsky’s Art’ (5538), ‘Rabelais and His World’
(354¢), ‘The Dialogic Imagination: Four Essays’ (58bd), ‘Speech Genres and Other Late
Essays’ (Sobv) Twopifin 1 Aufstaa fifon o1 iR I- 929 °F Glefel IWAEITe Saima
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GRS (@i e sifgs @R W AN 90 AW 911 W A 0o, oy
IREElSERS(GITDIR e gIod ‘The Theory of the Novel” (563%) @R ‘The Historical
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T, O@ AN AR AGFIB (AAfer o2t T S U @0 | ARIOIPIE
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qfet fRerrm 497 ¢ s SEvAbiE A Y@ ABPE SO oeFele Giferrs
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31 faoifS feet fAures Tl @14F FIETN DI (3858-3¢ @) FTTF O IFNAG | $585-
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and His World’ (55%¢) TN &FiMe 271 (9) @3ng Idfera [em st g =@
QICADA! F99 1
“siferciie:

RS THATITOrge W ey wEgsd g6l 7o oifeTeHlf (Polyphony) | AT Gole (AP
@S G WG G G AR @RI, @ G Fog 77 GBI e 1 () =
SAMIE TBASFEA (S0r-25-bbd) ‘Problems of Dostoevsky’s Poetics’ (Sob©) &tg Arfes
TAGICTR L3185 s Fce 2 oS 92T IR0 | O W0, TBASFA SATI q3lfas
AT F9FF 8 GoA! AN oFE F0 1 o7 ToeT adfelt sfas e giEet ¢ wog
TR AECR; (FI A (FRT T4 A ERFT I FOFF G 7 FOCF 7@ A & I
T 93 IgFAFeR Ny e Ifed TAMITTE aNe OF F QE 4@H, @A [fey et
HATIET T TS 208 ama From Ioid A0 | IRfoq G2 (RAR AR TR
(Sb-23-Sbb-S) T e Stz G ATISITS @3 Yl AfSra B wwe Wieis sies
e FCACR, G2 2T qrAfed ferrare:

“A plurality of independent and unmerged voices and consciousnesses, a

genuine polyphony of fully valid voices is in fact the chief characteristic
of Dostoevsky’s novels. What unfolds in his works is not a multitude of
characters and fates in a single objective world, illuminated by a single
authorial consciousness; rather a plurality of consciousnesses, with equal
rights and each with its own world, combine but are not merged in the
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unity of the event. Dostoevsky’s major heroes are, by the very nature of
his creative design, not only objects of authorial discourse but also
subjects of their own directly signifying discourse.” (Bakhtin, ‘Problems
of Dostoevsky’s Poetics’, v-9)

gl AT o, MEESHA TAVER A &5 2@ GIFIHT Fog I9FF 8 GO
TR | SANICE afsl FoFa ey (A Tog €2 (@MW FOFET AN A ey
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e -aq (Carnivalesque) <RI ST SHATTOCG WSO @Wﬁcf 0
el (carnival) (T TGO BIfOIETE -7 (AT 0% NI ROCACAT Teo<-Tegho
% TR | (Chattopadhyay, ‘Lecture 13: Dialogism: Heteroglossia, Carnivalesque and
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“... carnival celebrated temporary liberation from the prevailing truth and from the
established order; it marked the suspension of all hierarchical rank, privileges, norms,

and prohibitions.” (Bakhtin, ‘Rabelais and His World’ o)
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(R IR e AfRrem WA wipes e e wifewied 1 [Redws e
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(AR AR TGP & SFIALAR NG ST TSI T APl FACS (707 7%
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() ©fF T, U AP Ty T2 TG 2@ Yo ANGA TSIl ACACR | (A=
R 2ol SR, AP S (ESAGIG! T51F (A (FTRIFA s @6 i s
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2R | e PfeREeR STees aRese N2 «egd @y (A BFR e &l i
(MRS SPTRRE SHeCF q08ed A IR (703 ST 1 90 *1@e @ *I0S ©icss e Aeqw
NS @F @, N ACS MRS AR AFE 11 (AR, T q) 8 o e
B ATS A @CO AT T GR T2 WS TACF AT 820 I A1 | FCA A #7
R (AF (@S T | G PR o0 A T 0 QCHE AEIR =1 9B oA AR
ToAZ® AP G ST 8 B FACO I | FAF PR (AE AN T 8 FAWE (AT 2%
AT S T qR BT i AR ed T6E T @ 1 @F A7 WL (R*F A
Tofgle e A T 1 oF#R FifRAeE ) e g3 e Fie &bt e s ee
QTR coTaifes FfRNGa [eae M, ares 96 il @gae (st ez (Q)

THTFIEAE ENES Tiaer Tl @3 JifRFef fee @5 Aedim @wielR EreTuea
eifsfie 2 frifee | o2 Fae SRR o @ Fie agmfe a@e FHrse 2w@we |
T pRaelR Qe ¢ Waedted qdit sFAdEe Fel e, A (e IRAFR 2w AR
qpte ATes A we [ifen S oima [aad, sfafbad ¢ I FReTE 2575 SRR
W T wrow o IR | Afered ST [TMAN PEIOIT NI ®F FR
gTe R REv a9 cofe W Fgpfon o Irce 1 «fFrifbs erPmele »fasy
AP 3, [ IS TFVAN bGASIA DR AgS ¥ FCARE ©fF ‘FFAR
BTl 8 I(F T | G TS JFWA SEFAOIE S2MIE GBI FCBF (SA9D-db92)
S G AR | (T, DRI 89-8b) WWF ‘IoNACS TAMIGI AT AC3 QS
JIEAIG oeates:

“TAMCI TS (o1fee), 329 5O € WA FI, IVAMDQef ags @
S 23 BRI | TTMA CETEE A @fe] T Firod 223 I
YA S HAfHTS 23MR ¢ (FIE ToIred AR S @M orFe AR
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ATHCAT (13 TN (ACF AT AWl (FIe 439 Lol 0T TITS AT
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MRAGT IR (AT MO A A TILIT AL AT FAES, (13 AN AT AW (A
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F AR ey AILF 26 qEfTFer AN Afewry FAT TS | WA @EF
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